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a voice for health and social care





What are LINks (Local Involvement Networks)?
There are 152 LINks set up throughout England based in each local authority areas.  They are established under the Local Government & Public Involvement in Health Act (2007).  LINks officially started in April 2008 and will evolve into Local HealthWatch during 2012.
HealthWatch will maintain the role of LINk whilst taking on additional responsibilities.

These will include having representation on a local Health and Wellbeing Board along with representatives from health and social care commissioners and providers, plus Public Health and Local Authority members. Advocacy and signposting individuals to local services/ support will also be an additional role.

During this transitional year it is important the work of LINkrotherham is maintained and carried forward into HealthWatch, whilst building strong working relationships with the Rotherham Local Authority.

LINk’s strengths are:-

· They cover both health and social care

· They are completely independent of any health or social care institution

· Have open membership available to all local people

· Can request information from service commissioners and get answers within a specified time

· Trained members can enter health or social care premises that are publicly funded and observe how activities are being carried out

LINk’s role is to engage groups and individuals in the community to help it to:

· Find out what people think about local services

· Monitor the care provided by these services

· Ensure that decision makers understand the views of local people

· Use the LINk powers to hold them to account.

How does LINkrotherham work?

Membership of LINkrotherham is open to everyone who lives or works in Rotherham.  Membership is free and includes individuals, community groups and voluntary organisations.  

There are different levels of membership to ensure that LINkrotherham is open to everyone.  You may wish to become a member of the Governing Board, be interested in a certain issue or just want to be kept informed of what’s happening in Rotherham around health and social services.

By applying for a position on the LINkrotherham Governing Board you are expressing a commitment to improving health and social care issues within Rotherham. By engaging with individuals, organisation and community groups you will be able to voice their views and concerns to the people who provide those services. You will also have the opportunity to work alongside the Local Authority and other partners to ensure services meet the needs of the people of Rotherham.
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