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In attendance          See attached sheet

   
	Item No
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by

	1.
	Welcome 

Janet Wheatley, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Rotherham welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress, members of the LINk Governing Board and the general public to the first LINk Public Meeting.  She explained what VAR does and the background to VAR tendering for the LINk contract.  She thanked everyone who has been involved with the LINk this year including members of the interim Core Group and the Governing Board.
	

	2.
	Why LINkrotherham is important
Janet introduced Diana Swanson, a member of the LINk Governing Board.  Diana explained she joined the LINk as it was important to have a voice at grass roots level and have close partnership working.
	

	3.
	The LINkrotherham Annual Report April 2008 – March 2009
Christine Dickinson, LINk Team Leader presented a summary of the Annual Report.  She explained what the LINk is and why it was formed.  She ran through the following:
Accountability

What the interim core group looked at

Identity and Publicity

Future work plans
Christine asked if anyone wanted to join the LINk to let the Support Team know.
	

	4.
	Questions and Answers
Christine asked those present if they had any questions.
Q. How do I join the Governing Board.
A. Support Team will take your contact details and send out an application form.
Q. Is it alright to pass on information about the LINk.
A. Yes.
Q. How long is funding guaranteed for.
A. Till March 2011 with the possibility of a further 2 years.
Q. Does Voluntary Action Rotherham have to re-tender.
A. Not if their performance has been appropriate.
Q. Has the LINk had any communication with migration groups/ hard to reach groups.
A. The LINk has been invited to attend the regular Refugee and Asylum gathering.  We attend the monthly Rotherham Deaf Club meeting.

Christine explained that the LINk has formed a partnership with Tassibee to engage with Asian women. We will be launching the LINk at Tassibee followed by monthly surgeries.  We would like to set up similar projects with other organisations including refugee and asylum seekers and the Romany community.

Q. Has any work been going on with destitute asylum seekers.
A. The LINk will contact the relevant group in Eastwood.
Q. Has the LINk got a one to one advisory service.
A. The LINk doesn’t deal with individual issues but can signpost them to the relevant area.  We will register the issues to monitor whether there is a pattern with a view to raising the issue at a later date.

Christine mentioned the publicity/information leaflet which includes a questionnaire asking for the views of Rotherham people on health and social care.  Membership of the LINk currently stands at approximately 500 members. We will arrange feedback events at the locations where we have previously promoted the LINk to update the communities on issues which were raised by them.

A representative from Rotherham Hospital commented that their Summer newsletter which is distributed to 10,000 people will have information about the LINk and how to join it.

Christine asked those present to let the LINk know of any future events they could get involved with.

Q. Does the LINk provide English lessons to help people to interact.
A. If there is a need for that and if it is health and social care orientated the LINk can signpost people to the relevant area.

Christine commented that joining the LINk is a good way for people to gain confidence on a voluntary basis.
She asked those present to view the displays around the room which showed future work plans and advised the LINk website was available from today.  Laptops were available in the room if anyone present wished to use the website.
	

	5.
	Any other business

Mark Allen from the Social Enterprise Team based in Voluntary Action Rotherham advised that the Learning Skills Council for Hull is giving grants for small community groups of between £2k and £12k.  He would pass on contact details if anyone was interested.
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