	Rotherham Local  Involvement Network (LINk )

	Governing Board Meeting 
MINUTES

	Date :-

27th July 2010 
	Time :- 
2 pm  
	Venue:-
Voluntary Action Rotherham 


In attendance         
Pat Draycott

Tony Atkin

Glyn Butcher

Jo Ritson    



Diana Swanson     
Robert Copley

Christine Dickinson
Catherine Wood


Lynne Stamp
   
	Item No
	Subject



	1.
	Welcome and Apologies 

Apologies were received from Yvonne Woolley, Ann Flack, Anna Chester, Anita Wilson and Pat Dearden.
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.


	2.
	Minutes of meeting held on 30th June
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate version.
Matters Arising

Hard of Hearing Group

Although the funding for the group has been agreed we need clarification about what the money will be spent on.

Diabetes Eye Screening

We are still awaiting a response to our queries.

There were no other matters arising.



	3.
	NHS White Paper – “Equity and Excellence – Liberating the NHS”
The white paper explains that by 2013 local health authorities will no longer exist.  Instead services will be run by consortia of GP’s.  

Local Involvement Networks will come under the umbrella of Health Watch.  It is likely they will be re-branded Local Health Watch.  We are not sure how the new structure will work.  Sheffield LINk is hosting a public event on 24th August to look at the White Paper.  Diana and Glyn will attend on behalf of LINkrotherham.  Jo advised that she would like to attend but would have to put in a request to her Line Manager.
Due to the cuts to statutory service providers it is important that LINkrotherham monitors services to ensure there is not a drop in services.  

It is also important that we try to identify training that could benefit us in the future.   It was agreed that an extra Governing Board Meeting would be held to go through the White Paper.  Interested parties including GP representative, Rotherham Hospital, RDaSH and RMBC will be invited.  This meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th August 12.30 – 4.00 at RAIN.
The Support Team will print off a copy of the White Paper for all Governing Board Members.  These will be posted out.


	4.
	Training/Induction Day
The induction day has been arranged for 23rd August at VAR.
It was suggested that instead of an away day we have a joint meeting with Overview and Scrutiny.  This was agreed.  A provisional date of 20th September at the Carlton Park was set. 


	5.
	Work Plan Update
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Sub Group
The last meeting was cancelled and has been rearranged for 2nd August at 10.00 at VAR.

Steve Ruffle has been successful in getting the funding to set up a TARA for profoundly deaf people.  Tony Atkin will act as the LINkrotherham Rep.  

Personalisation

A response has been received from Tom Sweetman.  His answers seem to vary from what Steve Crann has previously said.  Steve and Nick Arkle will be invited to a future meeting to clarify.  

Jackie Scantlebury from RMBC is meeting with Christine to discuss joint work.  Christine will suggest that research be gathered to put together a pathway for Personalisation.  
A personalisation leaflet was passed around the group; this is an old leaflet and was due to be re-done in June.  It was noted that there is only a telephone number on the leaflet which means that Deaf and Hard of Hearing People cannot access the service.  The LINk Support Team will contact RMBC to ask how Deaf and Hard of Hearing people are able to access the service and if this information will be on the re-printed leaflet.
GP Patient Engagement
It was suggested that a letter be sent out to GP’s stating that we are here to help in light of the White Paper.  A meeting of the sub group was arranged for 10th August to write the letter.

Laughton Common

LINk will be attending the Co-op at Laughton Common on Friday 30th July for a mop up session.
ENT Cancer

There are issues at the current time around people who are admitted to Chesterfield Hospital for treatment but need a social care assessment prior to discharge.  The issues seem to be around the relationship between Chesterfield Social Services who carry out the assessments and Rotherham Social Services who provide the equipment and support required.  To try and determine why this is such an issue LINk Support Team will ask Rotherham Social Services what the procedure is for assessments in hospitals that are out of the area. 


	6.
	Any Other Business

Summer Events
A rota for volunteers has now been completed and was distributed to the Governing Board.

RMBC

Jackie Scantlebury has sent a protocol arrangement to LINk.  In the arrangement it mentions that updates will be given at the Customer Insight Personalisation Sub Group, Jo Ritson already attends this meeting and will ask if it would be conflict of interest for her to represent LINkrotherham as well.

Meeting Reports

Governing Board members were asked to complete a meeting report if they attend any meetings or events on behalf of LINkrotherham.

ACTION:  Lynne will e-mail the report template to Governing Board Members.

Awareness of LINk
Christine suggested that LINkrotherham have a stall at Community Health Centre and the new Swallownest Customer Centre.

There was no other business.



	7.
	Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 26th August 2010, 4 pm to 6 pm, Training Room, Voluntary Action Rotherham




- 2 -

